A BRIEF

l-llstory of Sﬂ Rugby

S0, what have wo leomt so forf Most importandly, thot gy
football is essentictly o school gome. Schools chonged roghy
from o wild and dotows octivity fo on instrument of aduca-
tion, As the game we know, it staried in g school and tokos
Hs nome from a schoal, Mech of s mores, Tnnnlnnlug]r-und
calours thot 'lnnmnp!nr m nliginufpd in schoola.

The shape of the goal poste, toechlines, scrommage, try,
omongs ethers, coms from Augby Schoaol, Rugby Schoal
siorted wearing cops ond England play in white becouse
Rugby Bchool did, Bouth Afrca play in green becouse
Bishops Dld Boys did. Natal ploy in black and white becouse
Hilton did.

The gome flourished wherewer you hod o concentrotion of

i active malas owoy from the debilitcting force of
Ilmahq.Thinhuppm‘qdinlhlldlnﬂ.nrdm&Imﬂnhthl
days of single-gender, moinly male educaotion, in the army
ond, in South Alrica, an the mines. Bui choes all; i wes in the
manostc educaticna! establishments of ecriier doys. In South
Africg i is imporiont not to undemestimote the role the s=hools
ployed in spreading the rughy gospel.

Ths Plonesrs al the Caps Colomy

The many odventurerm, sobdiers, missicnories ond teachers
who londed in Cope Town, inboduced Toathall to the Cape
Colony of Bouthern Arica in the middle years of the 16th con-
tury. Thess men wens predominantly English ond they brooghi
Idﬂ:lhmuummhm’nlminﬂmuniih:gma&iﬂdbﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂf

hod emerged in England, Tha distinctive brand of iootball
ployed af Rugby School would ceroinky haowe hod its sup-
portems, and in o young society such os exisied in the Cape
Colony in those years # is likely that compromise nules of
mnﬁnﬂm]dhmbmtmgtnﬂdhuh]lhﬂ!mimuhﬂd.

Tha boys of Momason College of Aomdobosch woam introduced
to rughy, in the form of the Winchester Football goms, by tha
naw Heodmaster, Geomge Ogilvie, in 18681, A Winchastar man
himsali, Ogilvis detesind the gome of ughy football ond cone
:id.-rudlhnqmrmphy:dn'l kiz ald schoal to be more chvilized
and ahogether mors eccaptable. Winchester Football wos
ployed with o rmond ball ond oflowed for datt dribbling move-
mant similar o whist is seen on the socces field foday, Tha
Bishops boys cailad # "Gogs Gome” or ‘Gogball’ - Ogilvis's
ceporrt from the fast thres Jabars

Eouih Afncon Collegs soon foliowed the Bishops sxomple
and the sarliest records of o schools feotball gome in South
Africo dote from that period. Howevar, mghby it woas not, and
thase twa schools weare not jo fake up the Hugby gome for
cenother fwo decodes.

Rugby's official heginning

Grohamstown, 1655, A fough plooe in an sven fougher fine,
The yacr is the lounding dabe of 5t Andrew's Callege - o
sthool which con loy cloim o being the frsl school in B8 to
play rughy as we loow it todoy. Al of the sboff of 84 Andrew's
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hizd come ower from Englomd or Irelond and wonld howe
experanced the mgly gume in thelr student days at O=ford,
Combridge or Trindty in Dublin. Fellowing the ganeral trend
'baxck ot home', the young Britiah legchers also knew thot any
school of ombition sheuld opt for Rughy o cpposed o Asso-
ciotien Feotball omd despite the paucity of gross o the felds
at College. Rughy Feotball was imtroduced to the scholam

of 5t Andrew’s in the mid-1870s. Regulor matches were soon

orgonised ond the first printed ragby moich report dotes from
1878,

Cape Town changes course

Back in Cope Town, Homilion Football Club was foundsd of
Cruaen Point, in July 1875, The next club wos In the far-flung
villoge of Rondebosch where the Villager Football Club was
formed in 1878. Both of these clubs ployed the Winchester
game infroduced of Bishops, but that was about fo chonge.
The cverwhalming popularity of the Rugby gome in Englond

was too great to reskst, and in the kate |B70s teo recantly ar- whero the heort of South African rughy is to be found.
rived Englishmen storied 1o persuade the football addicts of -

+ the Cope to chonge from 'Gogball’ to Rugby Football, They Natal
ware Billy Simkins of the Homillon FC and Williom Mahon of
© the Villeges FC. | Fugby was longer in toking fom root in Naial owing to the
1 foct that the Asscciation game {Soccer) had been introduced
In 1876 the Rugby game was introduced io Cape Town for the | a7 earfier and hod become well established., Hilton Col-
first time. The local preas wos not aver sanguine of mcoess in  jaon, which had been founded in 1872, was taken over by Mr
commenting upon this new game of iootball, with the Caps Voughen Ellis in 1878, An Old Rugbeain. he quickly infro- |
. Yowm Daily News reporting on 187 July 1878: “Wa fancy the duced the Highy gome to the school, For years thers was
new o will hardly prove o very popular ane ot the Capa”™. | kg oppasition apart from Bishop's College, Marisziurg. the
" Four year kater and Rughby Football hod becoma (he winter mqmmﬁmﬁ:ﬂmm,mw |

Whils rugby, socoer and cricket becomes more crganissd ond

mare widespreod oomss the coasial mgions of the coontry, r

the mecords refar mointy to developmants in schools ond clubs
cotaring for white South Africons, Howsvar, in the Exstam

Cops missicnary zeal remained strong ond o mamber of Iy

schools cotering for Xhosa people come into existence by
the fum of the cemfury. Thess schools wers every bif oz good
s those colaring for the white population - nomes suech o }

Lovadals; Nvalliza, 8t Motthew's, Longa and Newall stond 1all
inthe annals of South Arican sducation. They aspired to the
highest standards and were to produce generoiions of lead-
ing figures i South Africon socisty.

In sport too, these schools angendened o lowe for cricket ond
rughy among the Xhosa people of the Eastern Cope, Border
and Transkei, Whilo the Westem Cope can justifiably claim o
ke the coadle of Scuth Africam rugby, it & in the Eostern Cape

-

gema af chaice in the Cops. 1690 clubs had been farmed in Pigtarmaritsburg, the copitol.
i = which wos also the heodgquariers of the British Army, ond ot
Drurban. Rughby finally becoms vibnant in the province in the

The Cradls of SA rughy elaris a-rocking 1990s.

The tormation of tha Stellenbosch Chub in 1383 was to have iimberiey . ' o

om indaetible, for-reaching etect on the fuhoe of Augby in
South Africa. Stellenbosch was aiready the bome of the By its noturn, Kimbarloy atracied many of the mons bois-
Thaological Seminary of the Dutch Anformed Church, one of mﬁmuﬁp}qﬁbﬁtmmmhm
ﬂmwidﬂrmwﬂdmd:nmﬂmﬂlﬂ.ﬁimﬁndfhnm try amd rughy quite noturally suited thoir loisume requiremants.
tion of men from the seminary with the geme enhanced the Schools. military garrsons and mine fowns brought active 1.
prestige of Rughy througheas the land, with the mesult that the B powg and man ingethar and whet botter wey to channal ooy
game of rughy sproad like wildEre into the farming districts. oxcons enargy thon through o streneous gomo of rughy ? Kim-
Within two years clubs had sprung up in most of the other barlay was o wealthy place ir thase doys and spart hod gocd
mmhmmmmﬂﬂm backers, man like Cedl John Ahodes and Borney Bomoio.
of choice for Afrikaner men. Badore long, the sportsman of Kimbadey falt confidant anough
to tewt themmetves ogainet teams from ather big towms,

Rughy tournements talke
The Came Penetrates the Interior -

e
! The goma probably would not hove taken root so quicky

King William's Town wos the confre of military cperations on without the stimutus ot competition and the glary of o trophy
the trontiar of the old Cape Colony and the British Tegments | or o cup. In 1883 the Wastern Provincs Union organised s

based there hod introduced the gome of reghby by 1678, The first chub compatition for o cup, known os the Grond Chal-
ln:mhcluhvmhmnd}nﬁngvﬁﬂl:m‘ﬂhmthntm lemgm Cup. By 1885 tha WEU had agonized the Country Cap
and soon gomes wemn being played n East London, Graha- Competifion dom io tha sxplasion in popuiarity of {he grema in
mstown, ond Porl Elizobeth, By the mid. | Eids then, the gome the country ameas.

of mgby wos well estoblished along the whole of the coasial
belt ot the old cope Colony and wos goining populanty 8very | The populority of the raghy gome begon to sxplods in the
. Wastern Cape and Cape Town invited Grabamsfown, Port
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Elizerhath end Eimnbadey o pariicipeis in a iourmamsnt in t
1B84. Unforunately anky Kimberdey aeoepled: (hey tralilbad by
mmule traln be De Aoy ba et the steam tratn to the Cape, lzomel- #
Heug for fve daye. They ployed seven matches in a formight

and when they played Villogem thers weare even 3000 specio- |
bars. The malches againet Cape Town were close, will the
home leam emerging vicbarkos,

The following yedr the fire! nler-town tournaoent wes held

in Grohamateorn b VERS, with Grohamatown, Port Ellzabeth
Cape Town and Kimbetley competing. Surprsingly Kimberley
did not make the linal. Inatead Capse Town and Gralamstown
ployed-off ol 51 Andrew's, with the home sbde Ioalng by o goal
el five teies o wil. This infes-bown Doarnrmeent wis wenally
the precumsar of the Currie Cup toumament af later yearns and
a8 guch can be peen as o defindte milsslons In the develog-
mment an the merch of progresas.

The South Rirican Rugby Foothall Board
foundeaed

Eimberley come to Capse Town again i 1888, There were nu-
meerous squabblies about diferences o the lawe of the gome.
As with the International Augby Beard, the Seuh Aldeon
Rugly Football Board was faunded to slandordise the Lows
govaming the way rogby should be played (6 (e counlry. Tes
ployers, Paroy Ross Frames of Eimbedey and Bill Blasal of
Coape Town, were the men whe put thels heads tegethes, Prem
this union wes bam the SARFE, founded in Klmberley In 1889,
And it also crgonised o competition, whose trophy wos the 58
Clup.

Bchools get on board

Tewarda the and of the 19th century, scheals bagan to coga-
nige themaalves, In 1698, 5 Pinchin of 31 Ceorge's Grommear
Bchool In Cape Town propossd the formeation of a schools
by, He sabd thet acholams wess fnding thet these wes moas
opportuntly lor regubor football wilth the Aescelation clubs
thon with Rugby clubs sod that  Rugly wes to bs proparty
foatered in schoole, Immediate actlon was necessary, Aotbon
followed, A schools union woe esiablished and competitions
instituied which losled 1l 1330 whan ihe schecls dacided they
would play anly for fun, not for cups, trophies or shiskds.

The Intreduction in the 1920 of an trvasive weed ealled Fi-
kuyu grass’, which could aurvive in any type of scll and in the
most hoatile of weathe: conditions, allowed schools mmd spons
cliba in the drier and coldsr regione of the country to provids
ground eowver jor their fislds lor the fret time, Suddanhy aoccoer
wag not the ondy game that eculd be ployed in the wintertime,
and within o decads mghky had become the spon of cholces lor
enast schools,

' Raghy becomes a "‘national’ game |

Arcund this ttme, tn the forming district of Stellenbosch, some
fifty kllometres from Caope Tewn, thare was a chorsmotie low-
yer with a misslonary background, Auguat Markdtter, son of
Grerman missionories in Haorlem near Unbondale in the South
Western Disiricte. He cams to Viciora College, the lorennner
of Stellenbeach University, ol the age of 14 and thess for the
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first Hrne he bahsld the wondare of ragby fnothall He wrabe te 5T
& frmnd: "l hove definiely decided to devole the meal of sy s

fo rughy loodball ™ He pleyved for Slellsnbesch, went away fos

& while and bame back to capbaln Stellenbesch. He leler want

on ba ooach rughy ol Siellsnbosch Unlvemlty bor a sloggedng

53 yeara, onee staling "I have no religion. [ have no politics.

My religion and palifies e ugby™” Moarkoties's zeal for the
grme he g loved proved comteghows as Blallenbnach sodd

besame the eye from which rughy missionariss dowed forth

it ¢ pearched Lo l

The mghy histortes of the schools in the interkor commencs
in this perlod. Cueens Callege o Quesnsiown began neghy
in 1984 (plerping on grossless Belde for ower i yecrs) and
Petehelgiroom Boyve High hod played on grasslees pitches bor
over o devode whan they got thelr lirst Finoma Babd in 1928,

The slowest o adopt nughvy was the johonnesieg avea, bul
WEM Wood could report: "Ever sinee the Great War, oo sport
in [ohanneaburg and Distriet hes reached such a high slate
ol all-round sfficlency, of made such grea! strtides os Rughy
{potball has done n the schoole.” In 1932 15 schoats formed
the Tranewaal High Schaols Rugby Unbon. That year [obon-
nesbuny Bchools ployed Pretora Bchools and won 7-6. Thees
great Johanneshung schools - Jeppe Boye, Pardown Boye and
Kl Edhwarrd’'s School - all dropped apoosr 1n foveur of noghy
in the sarly 1930 when klayu fnally arived In tha eity. This
lad 1o a boom bn Inter-school competition in the decade 1o
fellow, as for the Arst Hme B wes poseible lor coastal teams o
contemplote iouns o the nberdor,

Nt svarybody asiablished o formel unban. In 1959, e annuel
genardl meating of the schools i Pletermariizbeing proposed
the formation of a schools wiben and thers was much secibe-
ment aboul the eonetitutios and whet 1 should eontetn 011 the
legendary Bill Poyne of Durban High Schools eald: "Centle-
man, [ we have a constiution, heaodmantars con 'mess’ us
arpned, ™ (T8 weots o it ateonger thion ‘meas’.)

Behoals rughy in Bouth Afrles wenl to another level with the
eslablishment of prowinclal icurmoments — the Craven Week
for High Scheols, Special Bchools and Prmary Schools, ihe
Academy Wask and {he Grani Ehoms Week. The firsi io ba
esiahliphed wes the Craven Wasek for High Scheals, the brain-
ehild of the 1949 Springhok Fiet Malan.

A prolilaration of fourmaments, festivals and derkies around
fhe country has kepd the South firdcon echoalboy raghy
ssaEon very healthy over the past few decades, ensuring that
the Springhok salectors are uaually spollt for ehobes. Mot im-
portandly, out o the undgue manner in which the game spread
cround the couniry there have emerged nughy histores aned
rivalries betwsen schoals

that continue to bs wiitten seascn after ssason.

Char the next lew hundred poges we will examine thess
individual school stodes within the context of Soath Afrieon B
rugby a8 g whale, Cur jourmsey will bake the form of o "reading’ “_
around the country, driving aa the crow would fly, beginning in
Emhnmﬂaﬂmghhhmmbm.ﬁuaﬁapmﬁhld
for this s some jowmey,
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