“The Derby game, which gave rise to the term “local derby”, meaning a contest between
neighbouring sidezs, was played by two teams of nnlimited aumbers whose object it was fo
impel the ball towards their opponents’ goal. Glover, in his History of Derbyshire, describes
the action thus - ‘the siruggle to obtain the ball, which is carried in the arms of those whe ﬁ
have possessed themselves of it, is then violent and the motion of human tide heaving to and

fro without the least regard fo consequences, is tremendouns. Broken shins, broken heads, torn

coats and lost hais are among the minor accidents of this fearful contest, and it frequently

happens thai persons fall, owing to the intensity of the pressure, fainting and bleeding

beneath the feet of the surrounding mob."”

— An extract from ‘Rugby’, by Chris Rea 1 -p'E"BBY D‘ﬁ'
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