Harmony Sports Academy

Harmony Sports Academy was first Du.l.lad the .
Firf?u;inia Spi;l:'rts izudﬂmy when it op:ened_:tﬁ daic::n HE: ok
2003. Virginia has a remote connecf.mn vnh e
abeth [ of England! Very remote. E‘.].m;l;et i
as the Virgin Queen, more h_eccmsa s ]j};:ﬂ iy
than necessarily from any w.mmua.! celibacy. ity
state in the USA was founded during her mmum
tlers called it Virginia in her hﬂnﬂu.r. In 18 e
engineers from Virginia were worlnng i.n the cad: 2

Free State and eiched the name ‘ﬁrglmu on %:an c.me
that became the name of the siding nn-c_ul:-.y. . -
the gold discoveries of the 19??9. and Vumniﬂlegmw =
a siding into a prosperous mining lown on mjbm:ksm it .
the Sand River with the world's deepest pipe-
E Harmony Gold Mining Cumpc_uw owns tl.m hg;mnny
mine in Virginia and got involved in spu:;sonng
sports academy. That axplafﬂns the m o
The government had iden ed the iR
place in need of social development, and i
ment would include sport. Harmony Gold wu;ﬂﬂe o
in the development of u:?m sp:;:l; academy w
int :
Eu;u;nuiﬁggﬂmned its doors to 40 mgh:.r ﬂ \
soccer players (24 ugby, 16 soccer), the rssulmst
operation between Harmony and the Sports Md,mm
Harmony have provided the uccnnunadutu:;m des
facilities, The boys attend local schools Eo:mﬂe A
v i, girli.l;lm fml'lt:-l:lf?; those whose
i ikaans, ony
Eﬁ:ﬁﬁ:ﬂ English, and Nohilis for those who
ial needs.
}Tlﬁzﬂsfup:?::i?s live in hostels (one for rugby andhucz:?j :.;I
saceer) where they enjoy ihrea b-ulmwed_ﬂzamm 2,
The boys have been identified and recruf s
ous parts of South Africa. Sports mmMBmY iy
minimum of three times a week and the oy
tions as a team of its own. They have done we.
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In 2003 Virginia Sports Academy's rugby side played 15
matches, winning 14 and losing just one, Twelve of the
boys were chosen for the Griffons teams for Craven Week
or Grant Khomo Week. Four were chosen for special SARL
development in the Green Squad — Yusaf Abrahams, Ro-
mano Sebia, Jackson Silo and Dabeon Draghoender.
In 2004 the number of rugby players grew from 24 to 3§
and the Virginia Sports Academy was admitted into the
Northern Free Stete Schools League, reaching the semi-
final in a year in which it played 15 matches and lost two,
In 2004 nine boys were selected for the Griffons side at the
Grant Khomo Week and seven for the Craven Week side.
In 2005 there were 29 students and this time, name
changed, the Harmony Sports Academy won the Northern
Free State Schools League, beating Kroonstad's Rooisk-
ool in the final. Bight players went to Craven Week, six to
the Academy Week and three to the Grant Ehomo Week.
Dabeon Draghoender was chosen for the South African
Under-19 teerm.
In 2008, eight students went to Craven Week and ancther
eight to the Academy Week. Six went to the Grant Khome
Week and two to the Special Schools Week. In addition,
five played for the Griffons Under-19 team,
The star has been Cecil Afrika, whose home is in Port
Elizabeth. He played for the Emerging Springbok Sevens
in Kenya and was named mem of the tournament. He was
also chosen for the South African Schoels side. He was an
obvious star at the 2006 Craven Weesk in Johannesburg.
Boela Abrahams was chosen for the SA Schools B team
and Rowayne Maurice for the SA Special Schools team.
The Academy has been performing excellently in the
Northern Free State league and has some big wins to its
credit.
When Chris Coetzee was the CEO of the Griffons he was
very much the driving force behind the establishment of
the Academy. He is now its manager. The former North-
ern Transvaal captain Jan Obetholzer was the first rughy
coach, The present coach is Jacques Juries, the former
provincial player of South Western Districts origin, He is
also the hostel father of the rugby hostel.
A great deal hnabaenqchiwedinuslmﬁﬁme.
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